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ABSTRACT 
This paper presents recent data on the Odonata from Romanescu Park: the faunistic list; 
morphological aspects (general habitus, the male abdominal appendages of Ischnura 
elegans (Vander Linden, 1820) and Pyrrhosoma nymphula (Sulzer, 1776), wing and male 

accessory genitalia of Orthetrum coerulescens (Fabricius, 1798)); species assemblages. 

 
INTRODUCTION 

The dragonflies (Odonata) are insects whose life is linked with the aquatic 
environment. The dragonfly fauna of Oltenia region is under-studied, and even less 
known is the fauna of urban areas subjected to the anthropic factor. 

Romanescu Park is a large recreational area located on the southern part 
of Craiova. The park has an area of several tens of hectares, of which a large 
water surface that includes a main lake and a shallow, slow flowing stream. The 
stream runs to the park from one end to the other. The aquatic vegetation consists 
mainly of reed on the edges of the stream and white waterlily on the surface of the 
lake. The history of the park begins with the years 1844 as a private property and 
with 1900 as a public property (Ciobotea et al. 1999). In the last 20 years it has 
undergone several maintenance works, affecting the wetland, sometimes to the 
point of drying it out. 

 
MATERIAL AND METHODS 

The dragonfly fauna was studied between May 2022 and July 2023 by 
visual inspections; specimens were also collected with the entomological net. 
Species identifications was done using the identification keys and the literature: 
Askew (2004), Boudot et al. (2019), Cîrdei & Bulimar (1965), Dijkstra et al. (2020), 
Smallshire & Swash (2020), Wildermuth & Martens (2019). All the photos were 
taken by author. 
 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 
Systematic account 

Suborder Zygoptera 
Fam. Calopterygidae 
Calopteryx splendens (Harris, 1780), (May – August 2022, 2023) – collected, 
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Fam. Platycnemididae 
Platycnemis pennipes (Pallas, 1771), (May – September 2022, 2023) – collected, 
Fig. 1 

 
Fam. Coenagrionidae 
Coenagrion puella (Linnaeus, 1758) (May 2022, May 2023) – collected, 
Erythromma sp. (August 2022) – visual inspection, 
Ischnura elegans (Vander Linden, 1820), (May – September 2022, 2023) – 
collected, Fig. 2 
Pyrrhosoma nymphula (Sulzer, 1776), (May 2023) – collected, Fig. 2 
 
Suborder Anisoptera 
Fam. Aeshnidae 
Aeshna isoceles (O.F. Müller, 1767), (June 2022) – collected, 

 
Fam. Gomphidae 
Onychogomphus forcipatus (Linnaeus, 1758), (July 2022) – visual, 

 
Fam. Libellulidae 
Crocothemis erythraea (Brullé, 1832), (August 2022) – visual inspection, 
Libellula fulva Müller, 1764, (June 2022) – collected, Fig. 3 
Orthetrum coerulescens (Fabricius, 1798), (June – August 2022, 2023) – collected, 
Fig. 4 
Orthetrum albistylum (Selys, 1848), (July – August 2022) – visual inspection,  
Sympetrum striolatum (Charpentier, 1840), (September 2022) – collected, 
Sympetrum sanguineum (Müller, 1764), (August, September 2022) – collected. 

 
Along the wetland, two dragonfly (Anisoptera) species assemblages were 

found, species that share the same habitat over the same time, as follows: 
1) Calopteryx splendens, Orthetrum coerulescens, Libellula fulva and 

Aeshna isoceles in the narrow flow area, at the entrance to the park. On the bank 
of the stream in this area, over a length of about 10 meters, between 10 to 20 
individuals could be counted. The most numerous specimens were the males of 
Orthetrum coerulescens perching the tall vegetation or in flight, engaged in 
territorial fight with conspecifics or with Aeshna isosceles. 

2) Orthetrum albistylum and Crocothemis erythraea in the lake zone, both 
species with much less numerous individuals compared with the stream area. 

Figure 1. Platycnemis pennipes – males, colour morphs 
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Figure 2. The male abdominal appendages of Ischnura elegans (left) and 
Pyrrhosoma nymphula (right) 

 

Figure 3. Libellula fulva, 01 July 2022 
 

Figure 4. Orthetrum coerulescens: male general habitus (01 July 2022), forewing 
and male accessory genitalia (specimen 14 June 2022) 
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CONCLUSIONS 
Despite the anthropogenic factor, the dragonfly fauna in Romanescu Park 

is well represented, consisting of 6 Zygopteran species and 8 Anisopteran species.  
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